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In  1927,  Edna  Pearl  Loomis  accepted  a  teaching  position  in  Central  High  School,  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  and  together  with  her  mother,  moved  there  and  established  a  home,  first  on 
Quincy  Avenue  (where  they  rented)  and  subsequently  at  1039  Clay  Avenue  (in  a  duplex  bought 
by  Edna  Loomis).  Mary  Emma  Loomis  and  Edna  Loomis  lived  in  Scranton  from  1927-1938.  During 
that  period,  Mary  Emma  Loomis  maintained  close  contacts  with  family  and  friends  in  Carbon- 
dale  and  Clinton  Township.  In  the  Spring  and  Summer  she  enjoyed  visiting  her  daughter,  Ora, 
and  Ora ' s  family  in  Fell  Township .  There  she  would  gather  dandelions  and  milkweeds  and  be  the 
recipient  of  fresh  eggs  and  vegetables  from  her  son-in-law's  gardens.  In  the  Fall  she  regu¬ 
larly  attended  the  Pioneer  Day  celebrations  in  Clinton  Township.  In  1931  (on  Nov.  8-10) 
she  attended  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  Clinton  Baptist  Church,  Clinton  Township,’ 
Wayne  County,  Pennsylvania.  Fall  was  a  season  that  Mary  Emma  Loomis  enjoyed  very  much.  She 
was  very  fond  of  the  autumn  foliage— particularly  in  Wayne  County— and  tried  to  spend  a  week 
or  two  in  Wayne  County,  usually  with  Orville  and  Bessie  (Terwilliger)  Munson  and  family20 
(see  photo  of  Orville  and  Bessie  Munson  and  their  daughter,  Edna,  on  p .  9)  in  Waymart, 
Pennsylvania,  every  year  around  her  birthday.  During  that  week  or  two,  she  would  visit 
other  friends  in  Waymart,  including  Minnie  Hutchins  and  her  twin  boys,  and  Allie  Cramer. 


It  was  well  known  that  Mary  Emma  Loomis  enjoyed  being  taken  for  automobile  drives,  es¬ 
pecially  in  Wayne  County,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  she  was  taken  there  for  afternoon 
drives  by  her  daughter,  Ora,  and  her  granddaughters,  Louise  and  Helen  Russell.  Once  there, 
she  would  pick  bouquets  of  trailing  arbutus  flowers  and  gather  wintergreen  berries.  Stanley 
Rettew,  as  well,  would  frequently  take  Mary  Emma  Loomis  for  automobile  drives  in  Wayne  Coun¬ 
ty.  In  a  diary  that  Mary  Emma  Loomis  kept  in  1931,  she  records  the  fact  that  she  and  her 
daughter,  Edna,  were  given  great  pleasure  by  an  automobile  drive  that  they  were  taken  on  on 
a  summer's  day  around  Lake  Scranton  by  William  and  Ora  Russell. 


When  family  and  friends  were  not  available  to  provide  transportation,  Mary  Emma  Loomis 
would  take  public  transportation  to  visit  family  and  friends.  She  would  take  the  streetcar 
to  Carbondale  to  visit  Mrs.  Clarence  Spencer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Randall,  Mr.  Lesher,  Miss 
ettie  Russell,  Miss  Jennie  Russell,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Peck,  among  others,  certainly.  She  would 
similarly  take  the  streetcar  to  Peckville  to  visit  with  the  Irving  Tingley  family.  She  was 
a  great  hiker  as  well— she  and  her  daughter,  Edna,  would  frequently  take  the  streetcar  to 
the  mountain  end  of  Washburn  Street  and,  from  there,  hike  to  the  West  Mountain  Hospital  and 


While  living  in  Scranton,  Mary  Emma  Loomis  was  visited  by — in  addition  to  her  immediate 
family,  who  visited  her  often— the  following  people,  among  others:  Miss  Nettie  Russell  and 
Miss  Jennie  Russell  of  Carbondale,  Mrs.  Emma  Hall  from  Glenburn,  Will  Woodmansee,  Mr.  Lesh¬ 
er  from  Carbondale,  Mrs.  Hattie  Spencer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Bell,  Mrs.  Humphrey  and  her 
daughter,  Grace,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  Munson  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Randall,  Mrs. 
Milo  Gardner  and  her  daughters,  Edith  and  Gertrude,  Mrs.  Alice  Hileman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Peck,  Irving  Tingley  and  family,  Mrs.  Clarence  Barret,  Sue  McMinn.  In  1931,  Horace  Ting- 
ley  of  Spokane,  Washington,  stopped  in  Scranton  to  visit  Mary  Emma  Loomis  on  his  way  to  the 
Griswold  family  Reunion^!  in  Clinton  Township.  He  had  left  Clinton  Township  in  1879,  and 
he  and  Mary  Emma  Loomis  has  not  seen  each  other  in  50  years  and,  as  Mary  Emma  Loomis  re¬ 
corded  m  her  diary  for  1931,  they  enjoyed  themselves  a  great  deal  as  thev  recalled  their 
early  days  in  Clinton  Township. 


Mary  Emma  Loomis  maintained  a  vegetable  garden  and  a  flower  garden  in  Scranton.  She 
was  very  proud  of  her  flowers:  blue  iris,  red  roses,  daffodils,  jonquils,  delphinium  (the 
u  bs  were  given  to  her  by  Stanley  Rettew),  gladiolas,  marigolds,  red  poppies,  among  other 


During  this  period,  Mary  Emma  Loomis  took  charge  of  the  renting  and  upkeep  of  161  Lin¬ 
coln  Avenue  in  Carbondale,  having  the  house  painted  and  papered  and  having  the  upstairs 
converted  into  an  apartment.  In  addition,  she  assisted  her  daughter,  Edna,  in  the  rental 
and  upkeep  of  the  apartment  on  the  second  floor  of  1039  Clay  Avenue  (she  and  Edna  lived 
on  the  ground  floor) . 


